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Contextual issues

 Almost highest levels of inequality in OECD

 Falling living standards and real wages

 Paradise Papers; Panama Papers: tax revenues lost

 Lowest levels of out-of-work benefits in northern / western Europe: relative 
to average incomes & absolutely

 Lowest aggregate spending on social security in northern / western Europe 
as proportion of GDP

 Long run low levels of growth: ‘Going South’ and Brexit downgrade

 Impacts on low productivity

 Towards 1 in 5 in self-employment: over ¾ in poverty

 Prescriptions administration costs > charge

 Costs of social security reforms > ‘savings’ (e.g. Universal Credit evaluation)

Time for radical look at alternatives – Citizen’s Basic Income?
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Basic Income

Basic Income Definition: A periodic cash payment unconditionally 
delivered to all on an individual basis, without means-test or work 
requirement. 5 characteristics:

 Periodic: it is paid at regular intervals (for example every month), 
not as a one-off grant.

 Cash payment: it is paid in an appropriate medium of exchange, 
allowing those who receive it to decide what they spend it on. It 
is not, therefore, paid either in kind (such as food or services) or in 
vouchers dedicated to a specific use.

 Individual: it is paid on an individual basis—and not, for instance, 
to households.

 Universal: it is paid to all, without means test.

 Unconditional: it is paid without a requirement to work or to 
demonstrate willingness-to-work.

Source: Basic Income Earth Network
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Citizen's Basic Income 

Network Scotland 

Organiser of Exploring Basic Income in Scotland 

 We are a charity campaigning for a Basic Income in Scotland. We 
support a network of Basic Income advocates - providing training 
and a platform for discussion. We lend our expertise to 
government and share the stories of people who would benefit 
from a Basic Income.

 Citizen's Basic Income Network Scotland is a Scottish Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation (SCIO) SCO46356

 Join us on Facebook and Twitter, or email team@cbin.scot with 
any enquiries.

 We also have a mailing list you can sign up to here.

 If you would like to help us raise the profile of basic income in 
Scotland please get in touch.
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https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/citizens-basic-income-network-scotland-17350133689
mailto:team@cbin.scot
https://scot.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=3da7d00c1502e18487875b148&id=bf67cdbdeb
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SUII Workshops
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Exploring Basic Income in 

Scotland SUII project
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The Exploring Basic Income in Scotland project 

set out to generate cross-disciplinary 

discussions about Basic Income and areas 

that would be transformed by the policy:

• Employment & Entrepreneurship

• Housing

• Care

• Human Rights & Equality

We also looked at:

• Basic Income Modelling, Implementation & 

Evaluation



Exploring Basic Income in 

Scotland SUII project II
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Workshops attended by over 100 individuals 

representing contributions from 42 different 

organisations and academics. Inputs from national & 

international speakers with expertise in variety of 

areas, diverse range of backgrounds, supplemented 

by other conversations and reviews.  

Report: key insights, including background papers, 

insights from the workshops and summary of the key 

potential benefits, concerns and questions. Also a 

paper by Paul Spicker: Reservations about Basic 

Income, explores issues relating to cost, distribution, 

adequacy and practical implementation.



4 local 
government 
areas for 
pilots:

Glasgow, 
Edinburgh,
Fife,
North 
Ayrshire
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Citizens Basic Income: Feasibility 
Study objectives

 Political Feasibility - broad support for proceeding with and 
implementing a pilot of basic income?

 Financial Feasibility - possible to finance a basic income? 
Would implementation impose financial losses on 
households / individuals?

 Psychological Feasibility – idea of a basic income readily 
understood and seen to be beneficial by the community?

 Behavioural Feasibility - Basic Income work for households 
and individuals once it’s implemented?

 Institutional Feasibility – institutional support for a pilot 
from a range of organisations? Including the practicalities of 
how a pilot will be funded / administered, and illustrating / 
understanding the benefits of a basic income.
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Feasibility Intentions

 Develop policy and delivery options for piloting BI in 
Scotland that can be implemented given current 
political and economic constraints

 Agree model(s) for the pilot across local authorities to 
recommend to the Scottish Government

 Develop an evaluation plan for the pilot that will 
answer the priority research and policy questions 
around the feasibility and impact of the policy and to 
plan any baseline measurement, research governance
and ethical approval
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Conclusions and Future

 Poverty and inequality high in Scotland and UK

 Scottish society (broadly defined) interested in change and in 
assessing BI through pilots

 UK Government opposed but crucial to pilots

 Pilots therefore partial and prolonged until lessons apparent 
and recommendations made (mid 2020s?)

 Constitutional change leads to inclusion of full BI in debates, 
proposals? or wait for UK Government change?

 Evaluation – health/well-being based? Macroeconomic? Logic 
and other models?

 SUII workshop series reports from past autumn now available

 Scottish Parliament Cross Party Group

 Dissemination across Scotland, Britain and Ireland, Europe & 
North America

 CITIZEN’S BASIC INCOME NETWORK SCOTLAND – SC046356 
www.cbin.scot | @cbinscot | facebook.com/cbinscot
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